Variations on the theme of
(G minor Sicilienne

by J.S.Bach

for two pianos 8 hands

Original music by J.S. Bach
Theme arrangement by Mack Wilberg
Variations by Christine Cheng



Theme
Variation I -

Dizzy John
Variation Il -

to Argentina
Variation /Il -

Sergei hides an old music box
Variation IV -

John's back on a sunday morning

INDEX FOR PERFORMANCE:

Theme
The entire theme is written by Mack Wilberg, only the last measure that leads to variation I might need to
stretch more on the rit. for a smooth tempo transition.

Var. I

only change pedal once every bar

always play half staccato in a light touch throughout unless indicated with slurs

Despite the seemingly confusing accidentals this variation does progress with traditional harmony

Var. 11

note head as X = foot tapping, a more crisp type of sound made by tapping the front part of foot to the
ground instead of stomping with the weight of the whole leg. Performers might consider wearing high
heels or shoes with hard bases.

note head as A = clapping hands or tapping on wooden part of piano with a ring on the finger, so that
light taps can produce good effect

staccatos should be played very short

the mute tremolo on piano 1.1 should be as long as the tension goes therefore some conducting from
piano 1.1 might be needed for the others to join in at the end of it

the meter of 7/8 should be counted as 3 + 2 + 2

Pedal at performers' discretion

Var. 111

there should not be any delay from the previous variation

the crossing hands of the middle section should be carried out in a dance-like fashion, slowly and dreamy
Pedal at performers' discretion

Var. IV
mostly legato but be reminded to play in the fashion of a baroque fugue
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Variation on a theme of Bach's S

Original theme by ].S. Bach
Theme Arrangement by Mack Wilberg

Variations by Christine Cheng
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Var. II - A trip to Argentina
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